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WIRELESS SUBSCRIBER TRENDS  

Compiled by Tonse Telecom  
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Wireline, Broadband Subscribers  
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CIRCLE WISE: Wireless Subscriber Density                    
( Population and Area Wise) Feb -Marô11 

* Population forecast details sourced from Ministry of HR  
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3G -  Who has gone Live and where?  

Operators Delhi Mumbai Kolkata Karnataka
Andhra 

Pradesh

Maharashtra & 

Goa
Gujarat

Tamil 

Nadu
Kerala Punjab

Madhya 

Pradesh
Rajasthan Haryana

Uttar 

Pradesh 

(East)

Uttar 

Pradesh 

(West)

West 

Bengal
Assam

Bihar & 

Jharkhand

Himachal 

Pradesh

Jammu & 

Kashmir
North East Orissa

BSNL / MTNL 3G 3G 24-Dec-09 20-Feb-10 3G 3G 3G 23-Feb-09 4-Jan-10 27-Feb-09 3G 27-Feb-09 27-Feb-09 27-Feb-09 27-Feb-09 27-Feb-09 24-Dec-09 27-Feb-09 27-Feb-09 27-Feb-09 3G 26-Mar-09

Tata Docomo - - 5-Nov-10 - 5-Nov-10 5-Nov-10 - 5-Nov-10 5-Nov-10 5-Nov-10 5-Nov-10 5-Nov-10 - 5-Nov-10 - - - - - - -

Aircel - - 24-Feb-11 23-Feb-11 1-Mar-11 - - 22-Feb-11 1-Mar-11 19-Apr-11 - - - 23-Feb-11 - 3G 25-Feb-11 24-Feb-11 - 1-Mar-11 - 25-Feb-11

Airtel 3-Mar-11 8-Mar-11 - 24-Jan-11 3G - - 27-Jan-11 - - - 2-Mar-11 - - 20-Apr-11 12-Apr-11 5-Apr-11 31-Mar-11 3G 3G - -

Vodafone 3G 3G 3G - - 3G 3G 3G - - - - 3G 16-Mar-11 - 3G - - - - - -

Reliance 13-Dec-10 13-Dec-10 13-Dec-10 - - - - - - 13-Dec-10 3G 24-Jan-11 - - - 20-Apr-11 20-Apr-11 12-Mar-11 24-Jan-11 25-Jan-11 20-Apr-11 14-Mar-11

Idea cellular - - - - 3G 4-Apr-11 28-Mar-11 - 6-Apr-11 3G 28-Mar-11 - 31-Mar-11 6-Apr-11 4-Apr-11 - - - 28-Mar-11 3G - -

Metros Circle A Circle B Circle C

For more details go to Wireless Broadband section of MBI  

Note: not all circles are fully lit up 

3G Licensed Circles 

3G Launched
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Wi -Fi builds upé 
Á 1000 hotspots 
Á six metros Delhi, Mumbai, 

Bangalore, Kolkata, Chennai 
and Hyderabad. 

Á Spectranet plans to expand 
to three more cities across 
India by 2011. 

Á Spectranet plans to invest  
5̀00 crore to expand its 

services across 50,000 wi-fi 
hotspots. 

Á Zylog -Wi5  service is currently 
available in 154 locations. 

Á Wi5 subscribers in 2010-11 were 
30,000 

Á  Revenue earned in 2010-11 = ̀ 23 

Crores 

Á Future plans for 2011-12: 
Á Zylog System expects to 

increase its customer base to 
1,00,000. 

Á Plans to extend its footprint 
to 170 locations. 

Á O-zone is planning to tie up with 
cellular operators Vodafone and Idea 
to provide Internet connectivity via Wi-
Fi.  

Á O-zone is already in a partnership with 
Airtel and Aircel. 

Á  O-Zone and Alcatel Lucent have 
inked an agreement for jointly 
developing Wi-Fi hotspots across 
the country. 

Á O-zone has 5,000 Wi-Fi access 
points across the country, out of 
which 3,000 hotspots are already 
providing service. 

Á Aircel has 50,000 WiFi Zones across 
India. 

Á Aircel's offering its WiFi services in 9 
locations across India : Bangalore, 
Chennai, Delhi,Hyderabad, Haryana,  
Mumbai, Maharastra, West Bengal and 
Punjab. 

Á  Aircel has partnered with 
Spectranet and O-zone for Wi Fi 
zones. 

Á Tikona Digital Networks 
implemented Aircel owned 
hotspots across India. 
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Tower players move in - building (IBS)  

Buildings of size > 150K Sq. ft are considered for In Building Solutions(IBS). 

Annual Services Rev to Neutral Host :Tenancy of 1-3 is assumed in 2010 & 5 in 2015.  

MS TAM DAS IBS of the order of about $750mil  over 4-5 year period 

Base Station for multiple Remote sites: Centralized in a Base Station Hotel 

Antennas/Radio masts remain Remote sites 

RF signals are sent over Fiber to Remote locations 

Huge OPEX savings: Power, real estate, Climate control & Supports multiςoperator. 

 

 

For more details go to IBS section of MBI  
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Trends seen in Passive Infrastructure  
 

No dramatic landscape change within tower sector  

ü Demand side ï Already on Plateau and will drop further here on.  Rural expansion / 

new towers likely but not urban.  TRAIôs recommendation: make Infra as essential 

service / under Unified license.  

 

ü Tenancy up to >2.5 & will grow further.  Low volume players are exiting.  

 

ü ICR is kicking in / helping cost savings.  Rural 2G expansion / Urban 3G capacity 

Requirements will be drivers. Co- lo 2G/3G sites will be in Demand.   

 

ü Quality of Experience will become Paramount as 3G kicks in. Impact on end - to -end 

QoS, backhaul capacity, energy efficiency, capacity, coverage will be paramount  

 

ü Soft issues such as Tower Aesthetics will  kick in, Expect Zoning restrictions from 

Municipalities / Resident Associations / Governing agencies.  

 

ü Your biggest challenges will remain ï energy/ power costs, diesel theft, alternative 

power challenges will continue to bog tower businesses  
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Enterprise PBX comparison -  Key 
players  

For more details go to Enterprise  Broadband section of MBI  
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Tonse Analysis: India Handsets Market 
for QE Mar - 2011  

India Handset Analysis for QE Mar-2011 
ÅTotal Handsets Launched in India for QE Mar-2011 were 101 Handsets. 
ÅHandsets Launched with Wi-Fi  were 26. 
ÅSamsung & Nokia each launched 4 Wi-Fi enabled handsets. 
ÅVideocon launched the highest number of handsets in India. 
ÅNokia plans to Launch 40 New Models  this year , and 30% of them will be 

smartphones. 
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Tonse Analysis: India Handsets Market 
for QE Mar - 2011  

Sony Ericsson and HTC 
joined the Android 
Platform bandwagon. 

India Handset Analysis for QE Mar-2011 
ÅHTC, Samsung, Motorola, Sony Ericsson each launched two handsets  on the Android Platform during this 

period. 
ÅNokia has announced plans of transferring its Symbian software activities to Accenture and  is keen on 

focusing on windows platform. 
ÅIphone 4 was launched in India at the end of April 2011. 
Å High End (Handset price >15k), Mid-High (Price between 10k to 15 k), Mid-Low (5k to 10 k) and Low End (<5 

k). 
ÅMicroMax launched 6 handsets in the low end range. 
ÅHTC launched 3 handsets in the high end range. 

 


